bad freely promenaded through Europe, invaded the Soviet
Union it encountered an unflinching adversary. The Soviet
country, which in bloody battles against German fascism
saved European 'Civilization, has now every reason to re-
mind the governments of their responsibility for the future
of the peace-loving nations after the termination of this war.
This is all -the more necessary because before this war the
warning voice of the Soviet Republic was no I heeded wilh
due attention.
This is not the time to go at length into the reasons for
this. It cannot be proved that there was no desire to pre-
vent war. But it has been fully proved that the governments
which once claimed a leading part in Europfe manifested
their inability, if not their reluctance, to prevent this war,
whose consequences it will lie not so easy to 'undo.
This conference is called upon to found the organization
of the future security of nations. Tins is a great problem,
which it has hitherto been impossible lo solve successfully.
Everybody knows that the League of Nations did not cope
with this problem in the least. Il betrayed the hopes of those
who believed in it. Obviously, no one now wishes to restore
a League of Nations which had no rights or power, which
did not -hinder any aggressor in hatching war against peace-
loving nations, and which sometimes even positively lulled
the vigilance of the peoples wilh regard to impending ag-
gression. The prestige of the League of Nations was especially
undermined when unceremonious attempts were made to
turn it into a tool of reactionary forces and privileged Pow-
ers. K the sad lessons of the League of Nations have to be
recalled here, it is only so that the errors of the past may
be avoided in future; these errors must not be allowed to be
committed again, even under the mask of new florid prom-
ises. But one should not count indefinitely on the patience of
the peoples, if the governments again betray an inability to
U